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classic and the editors seem to have done their work well. The paging of the 
original editions is indicated as well as varying readings. Volume III, edited 
by Dr. Albert Gorland, contains the Kritik der reinen Vernunft, following the 
text of the second edition (1787), with an appendix giving the variations from 
the text of the first edition (1781). Volume IV, edited by Dr. Artur Buchenau 
and Dr. Ernst Cassirer, contains the Prolegomena zu einer jeden kiinftigen 
Metaphysic, the Grundlegung zur Metaphysik der Sitten, and the Metaphysische 
Anfangsgriinde der Naturwissenschaft, as well as the lesser writings published 
between 1783 and 1788. When it is considered that the set will be complete 
in ten volumes, with two additional " Erlauterungsbande," and at the very 
moderate price of seven marks a volume (unbound), it will be evident that 
students of philosophy cannot fail to appreciate this new and most excellent 
edition. 

Ernest Albee. 
Cornell University. 

Spinozas Philosophische Terminologie. Von Gustav Theodor Richter. 

Leipzig, Verlag von Johann Ambrosius Barth, 1913. — pp. 170. 

This work is based upon the assumption that a determination of the meaning 
of Spino'za's terms in their historical setting is an indispensable preliminary 
to the understanding of his philosophy. Because of the lack of such linguistic 
investigation, commentators have disagreed and Spinoza has been misrep- 
resented. It is true that Spinoza himself is to a certain extent accountable 
for this vague and erroneous interpretation, in that he gives new meanings 
to traditional terms, modifies the meaning of his own terms in the course of his 
literary activity, adapts his language to his varying audiences, and softens 
it to prevent offense. Nevertheless much confusion could have been avoided 
if the method of this volume had been earlier pursued. The terms here treated 
are those of the ontology: attributum, attribute infinita, in se, per se, a se, esse, 
concipi, substantia, modus, modificatio, accidens, affectio, modi infiniti, res fixes 
et (Rternm. The author carefully distinguishes the senses in which these words 
have been used from the time of Aristotle on, with particular reference to their 
signification in the period of Scholasticism. The investigation is minute, and 
yet sane, controversial, and yet constructive. At times the discussion seems 
unjustifiably subtle; e. g., regarding the synthetic or analytic relation of 
attribute to Substance and the bearing upon this problem of the three verbs, 
exprimere, explicare, constituere, or again, the differentiation of the logical and 
ontological relations of attribute to Substance. All this seems more suited 
to such an involved material as Scholasticism, of which the author is a profound 
student, than to the broader and more practical propositions of Spinoza. Yet 
the author anticipates just such criticism in the final paragraph of Chapter I 
where he admits that his results are often not conclusive because of Spinoza's 
own unresolvable ambiguity, that many of the problems he has considered 
doubtless never occurred to Spinoza, and reminds us that Spinoza's purpose 
was primarily ethical, and not logical. (Again the analysis of in se, per se, 
and a se, is pushed to a bewildering minuteness, yet the term per se concipi 
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is asserted to be used quite generally, without any nuance. Apparently, detail 
is not offered gratuitously.) Again, if the parallelism of simul, postia, and 
statim in a passage in Geulincx with the same words in a passage on the same 
subject in Spinoza seems an absurdly slight argument for a connection between 
the two, one must recall the prefatory remark that the case has been already 
established by substantial arguments and that these points are but small 
additions. Taken as a whole, this interesting argument for the influence of 
Geulincx upon Spinoza is convincing. The criticism is natural that if the 
author is conscious of his own occasional over-subtlety and has at his command 
enough really significant arguments, he might have spared himself and the 
reader some of the detail. But the answer would seem to be that only by such 
painstaking elaborateness is he able to settle long-standing disputes and to 
make solid an accurate interpretation. The frequency of controversial 
digression is defensible on similar grounds. The interpretation of attribute 
as the realization of the formal essence of Substance in some concrete material 
could scarcely be established without reference to various disputed questions. 
— Similarly, it is evident that no one definite conception of Substance, of the 
relation of mode to Substance, of the 'fixed and eternal things' mentioned in 
the Treatise on the Improvement of the Understanding, could be maintained 
without disposing of various dissenting opinions. Many of the views given are 
unconventional, and even in a measure original, but it would be difficult to 
refute a position which rests upon an exceptionally thorough knowledge of 
Spinoza, his historical back-ground, and the important commentaries, and which 
adduces as proofs seven hundred and sixty four exact references for one hundred 
and twenty one pages of matter. The book is a highly special, but in its field, 
an eminently valuable, piece of research. 

Katherine Everett Gilbert. 

L' Annie philosophique, ign. Publiee sous la direction de F. Pillon. Paris, 

Librairie Felix Alcan. 1912. — pp. 290. 

The twenty-second annual volume of L 'Annie philosophique has a longer 
table of contents than usual; but the more interesting articles are still those 
of the veteran contributors, MM. Pillon and Dauriac. Most of the others 
are, by comparison, rather slight, with the exception of one by M. Delbos. 
Where critical discussions occur, the monadistic idealism of the editor is the 
usual norm; but otherwise the subjects are too varied to permit a single char- 
acterization of the volume. A brief resume of the articles is therefore sub- 
stituted. 

1. G. Rodier; "Note sur la politique d'Antisthene." This is a brief but 
interesting correction of Zeller on a point of interpretation. It is argued that 
the myth in Plato's Politicus concerning human society under the reign of 
Chronos in the Age of Gold, and the passage in the Republic (372A) describing 
the " state of nature," are not intended as indirect criticisms of Antisthenes, as 
Zeller supposed, but represent Plato's personal conviction. The passage in 
the Politicus should be taken as an allegory of the perfect state which is de- 



